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Born  Feb.  1?„  1809;  Inaugurated  President  March  4,  1861;  Died  April  15,  1865. 


LINCOLN    THE  RAIL-SPLITTER    FROM  A  HITHERTO  UNPUBLISHED  PICTURE. 


V'^ 


HISTORY  OP  THE  "JUSTICE"  PIUTURK. 
The  jiortiait  of  Abialiain  Liuculu  liivi-ii  LieruwilU  has  ntivor  boe"!  ijublisliod.  'I'boutjb  it  has  a  Statu  lei'Utatiuu  iu  ludiauu,  it  has  uover  boeii  bcoii  iu 
t'liicatjo.  Tonittlit  it  will  bo  used  as  tbe  priucipal  docoiation  at  the  Liucolii  bauquet  of  the  MaRjuettH  club  at  tho  (irand  PaciUc  Hotel.  It  is  called  the 
"  Justice  "  picture,  from  tho  uauie  of  its  owner,  James  M.  Justice,  ilr.  Justice  died  at  his  liruuo  iu  Logausport,  Jud.,  iu  l88y,  aud  the  portrait  was  left 
by  will  to  his  daughters,  Mrs.  A.  ('.  Pattersuu  aud  Miss  Maibello  Justice,  who  uow  reside  iu  Chicago.  Mr.  Justice's  death  was  sudden  and  he  hUt  no 
written  record  of  tho  history  of  tho  picture,  Jts  ijresent  owners  say  it  was  painted  iu  ]  bUO  and  was  carried  as  a  banner  throut;h  tlio  campaign  of  that 
year.  It  is  about  UxlO  feel  and  the  figure  of  biucoln  is  a  little  larger  than  life  size.  Jt  was  attached  to  a  pole  and  uot  stretched.  The  uanio  of  the  artist 
is  supposeil  to  be  Chambers,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been  Ijincolu's  personal  friend.  James  M.  Justice  lirst  saw  it  during  the  war,  when  it  was  carried  by 
a  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers  iu  which  he  had  cnlislml.  The  banner  was  hooted  by  tho  .Southerners  wherever  they  saw  it.  Jt  was  twice  captured  and 
recaptured.  When  recaptured  it  had  a  bullothole  through  the  forehead  and  had  been  slashed  by  knives.  It  was  captured  a  third  time,  and  Mr.  Justice 
lost  track  of  it  for  several  J  ears.  He  was  deterniined  to  got  it,  however,  and  Unally  found  it  after  tlie  war  in  an  old  warehouse  in  (leorgia  among  the 
eti'ects  of  a  man  who  had  been  killed  iu  battle.  Mr.  Justice  restored  it,  had  it  framed,  and  gave  it  the  place  of  honor  in  his  law  otiico  iu  Monticeilu,  Jud. 
Later  he  moved  to  Logausport,  Jnd.,  whore  the  picture  remained  until  recently.  In  Indiana  tho  picture  has  bueu  carried  iu  many  |iepublican  campaigns 
;aud  tho  old  soldiers  know  it  well.     It  has  been  in  tlia  Justice  family  for  tweuty-.six  years. 
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LINCOLN   THE   RAIL-SPLITTER, 

A  Hitherto   Unpublished   Portrait   of    tha 
Great   Kniancipator. 

The  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  giv-  ! 

j^  en  herewith  has  never  been  published 
Though  it  has  a  State  reputation  in 
Indiana,  it  had  never  been  seen  in  Chi- 
cago until  last  year  when  it  was  used  as 
principal  decoration  at  the  Lincoln  ban- 
^  aet  of  the  Marquette  club  at  the  Grand  i 
Pacific  Hotel.  It  is  called  the  "Justice" 
picture,  from  the  name  of  its  owner, 
James  M.  Justice.  Mr.  Justice  died  at 
his  home  in  Logansport,  Ind.,  in  1889, 
and  the  portrait  T^'as  left  by  will  to  his 
daughters,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Patterson  and 
Miss  Maibelle  Justice,  who  now  reside 
in  Chicago.  Mr.  Justice's  death  was 
sudden  and  he  left  no  written  record  of  < 
the  history  of  the  picture.  Its  present ; 
owners  say  it  was  painted  in  1860  and 
was  carried  as  a  banner  through  the 

•  campaign  of  that  year.  It  is  about  6x 
10  feet  and  the  figure  of  Lincoln  is  a 
little  larger  than  life  size.  It  was  at- 
tached to  a  pole  and  not  stretched.  The 
name  oj;  the  artist  is  supposed  to  bo 
Chambers,  and  he  is  said  to  have  been 
Lincoln's  personal  friend.  James  M. 
Justice  first  saw  it  during  the  war, 
when  it  was  carried  hy  a  regiment  of 
Indiana  volunteers  in  which  he  had  en- 
listed. The  banner  was  hooted  by  the 
Southerners  wherever  they  saw  it.  It 
was  twice  captured  and  recaptured. 
When  recaptured  it  had  a  bullet  hole 
through   the    forehead    and    had   been 

slashed  by  knives.  It  was  captured  a 
third  time,  and  Mr.  Justice  lost  tracl; 
of  it  for  several  years.  He  was  deter- 
mined to  get  it,  however,  and  finally 
found  it  after  the  war  in  an  old  ware- 
house in  Georgia  among  the  effects  of 
a  man  who  had  been  killed  in  battle. 
Mr.  Justice  restored  it,  had  it  framed, 
and  gave  it  the  place  of  honor  in  his 
law  office  in  Monticello,  Ind.  Later  he 
I;  moved  to  Logansport,  Ind.,  where  the/ 
f  picture  remained  until  recently.  ly 
Indiana  the  picture  has  been  carried  in  ^ 
many  Republican,  campaigns  and  the 
old  soldiers  know  it  well.  It  has  been 
in  the  Justice  family  for  twenty-six 
years. — Chicago  Tribune. 
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THE  JUSTI  CB  PORTRAIT  OP  LINCOLN  PAINT    ED  IN  1860. 


•  •  ■  beiiTg  life-size.     It  was  used  as  a  cam- 
paign    banner    in    the     Lincoln-Douglas 
contCbt  of  18(J0,  and  probably  originated 
.     during  tl^e  Lincoln-Douglas  debates. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  civil  war 

NE  of  the  least-known  porlraiUan  Indiana  regiment  carried  the  paintint^ 
...,,,  ,  as   a   banner   and   it   was   seen   in   many 

of    Luicoln,    the    work    ot    an 

,  'cities.     Its  existence  is  well   reniombercd 
obscure         painter         named 

^,,        ,  ,  ^,      by  those  wlio  saw  it  around  Chattanooga 

Chambers,      hangs      m      the 

,.  ,,       ^-,  .  ,,.      and  other  communities.     At  one  time  the 

museum   or   tlie  Chicago  His- 

.     ,   „     .   ,  ,   .  ,   portrait   was   under   fire,  and   the   round 

torical  Society,  and  is  owned 
,        ,,.        ,r    •,    .,       TT   •,  T     i-  bullet  hole  tluough  the  forehead  is  still 

by     Miss     Maibeile     Ileikes    Justice,    an 

,,  ,    ,  ,.  ,       <•  ,,   ,T-     i  T-1     .       visible.      The    picture    was    slashed    with 

author  and  dramatist,  oi  11   Vve.'^t  I'orty- 

,,     ,,        ,1,,        ,r     ,       T     •         ,,1  knives    elsewhere,    and    the   cuts,    rudely 
seventh   Street,,  isew   York,      It  is  called 

,,  ^  .       ,      ,,      ^    .,     ,.,,      „         ,        ,  .,      .^  sewed  with  heavy  thread,  also  appear  in 
"  Lincoln  the  Railsplitter,"  and,  while  it  j  .  1  1 

.    ,.        .  ,,        ,       ,'     ■    ,      ,  the  canvas.     It  was  during  the  war,  when 

IS  not  a  painting  from  the  standpoint  of 

.      .  ,    ,  ...      he   served  as   Lieutenant  Quartermaster, 

portraiture,    it    is    regarded    as    a    lairly 

,    ,.,  ,    ,,  ,      that  Mr.  Justice  first  saw  the  picture  and 

good    likeness    of    the    young    man    who 

,,      ,  T^       ■  ,     .  became  interested  in  it.     He  kept  track  of 

eventually  became  President. 

„„       ,  .   .  .   ,,  .    ^.         .      .   ,        it  and  shortly  after  the  v/ar  became  the 

Ihe   history   of   the   painting   is    inter- 

r,  •■,,.,  i       /.  owner  of  the  painting  and  carried   it  to 

esting.     It  was  originally  the  property  of 

,     ,.  -    ,.  ,.^.     his  home   in   Indiana,   where  it  was   well 

James  Monroe  Justice,  an  Indiana  poiiti- 

,        1    rx     iL  •   ^-  ^       1  •     known  during  his  life,  as  the  picture  was 

cian,     who     left     the     painting     to     his 

,  ,      ■   ,  ^  ^  1  •     1     ^1    borrowed  several   times  during  tlie  cam- 

daughter,  the  present  owner,  at  h;s  death 

,  ,  mi         •  ^  paigns  of  both   McKinley  and  Harrison, 

twenty-odd  years  ago.      The  picture  was  ' 

.,,..,  ,  ,      ^  to    be    carried    on    a    wagon    in    rallies, 

painted  in  oils  on  a  large  canvas,  about 

.     ^   ,  .   ,      ,,      J..  .  V  ■       1      Hanging    in    the    Chicago    Historical    So- 

twelve  feet  high,  the  figure  of   Lincoln 

ciety's  building,  the  portrait  is  exactly  as 

'  it   was    in    early    days.       The    canvas    is 

wrinkled  and  protected  only  by  a  wooden 
molding,  hut  it  bears  all  the  hist^^-.cal 
marks  imprinted  uiwn  it  more  than  fifty 
years  ago. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Justice  the 
Marquotie    Club,    a    leading    Republican 

organizulioa  of  Chicago,  borrowed  tha 
portrait  and  kept  it  for  sixteen  years. 
It  was  always  shown  at  Lincoln  dinners. 
When  tlie  i\Iarquette  Club  joined  issues 
with  the  Hamilton  Club  several  years 
ago  and  gave  up  its  building  the  Lin- 
coin  portrait  was  turned  over  to  tha 
Chicago  Historical  Society  by  Miss 
Justice. 

The  society  has  frequently  reported 
to  Miss  Justice  that  elderly  people  from 
various  parts  of  Illinois  and  the'  West 
have  come  to  see  the  portrait,  qnd  have 
pronounced  it  an  excellent  likeness  of 
Lincoln  during  his  younger  days. 
William  McKinley  and  Benjamin  Har- 
rison saw  it  before  they  aspired  to  the 
Presidency,  and  many  famous  men  of 
the  civil  war  were  familiar  with  "  Lin- 
coln the  Railsplitter,"  as  pictured  by 
Chambers. 


R-NEWS— WEJ3NESDAY.    FEB.    12,    1D47 


LINCOLN  POSTER  WENT  TO  WAR— The  oil  portrait,  above,  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  posing  as  the  "rail  splitter  candidate,"  was 
painted  in  1860  as  a  poster  for  use  in  campaign  rallies.  It  was 
once  owned  by  James  Monroe  Justice,  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  who 
died  in  1889.  At  one  time  during  the  Civil  War  it  was  carried  into 
action  by  a  company  of  Indiana  troops,  and  many  stories  have 
been  told  of  its  adventures.  One  is  that  it  was  captured  by  Con- 
federates, who  amused  themselves  by  using  it  as  a  target.  There 
are  vai-ious  knife  cuts  in  the  canvas,  and  a  hole  in  Lincoln's  fore- 
head is  said  to  be  a  bullet  hole.  The  picture,  now  possessed  by 
the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  is  one  of  a  number  of  rare  Lincoln 
pictures  featured  in  Paul  M.  Angle's  Lincoln  Reader,  just  published 
by  the  Rutgers  University  Press. 
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SUNDAY.  JUNE  22    1947 


"LINCOLN  THE  LIBERAL  STATESMAN,"    BY  J.    G.    RANDALL 

old  portrait  of  Lincoln  the  Railsplitter  tormerly  owned  by  James  M.  Justice  of  Logansport,  Ind..  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Chicago 
Historical  society,  whose  director,  Paul  M.  Angle,  reviews  Dr.  Randall's  bool<  in  this  issue.   The  book  is  published  by  Dodd,  Mead. 


The  Front  Cover 


THE  picture  of  "  Lincoln  the  Rait 
splitter "  which  appears  on  the 
front  page  of  this  issue  has  a  his- 
tory. The  original  canxas  many 
years  ago  belonged  to  James  Monroe 
Justice  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  wlio 
died  in  1889.  In  1895  Mr.  Justice's 
two  daughters  lent  it  to  the  Mar- 
quette club  to  be  exhibited  on  Lin- 
coln's birthday  that  year,  and  it 
remained  at  that  club  until  1912, 
when  the  Marquette  club  and  the 
Hamilton  club  merged  and  the  pic- 
ture was  turned  over  to  Ihe  Chicago 
Historical  society.  A  letter  written 
by  Maibelle  Heikes  Justice,  one  of 
James  Monroe  Justice's  daughleis, 
says  the  canvas  was  painted  during 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  debates,  was 
used  for  campaign  purposes  in  the 
campaign  rallies  in  the  Presidential 
race  in  1860,  and  then  was  carried 
thruout  the  Civil  war  by  an  un- 
identified Indiana  company.  What 
appears  to  be  a  scar  in  Lincoln's 
forehead  is  a  supposed  bullet  hole 
in  the  canvas. 
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